210                                  THE RUSSIAN HORIZON
The first task of all nations and all States compelled to wage
war against Hitlerite Germany and her allies is to bring about the
speediest and most decisive defeat of the aggressor. For the full
accomplishment of that task they must assemble and devote all
their strength and resources, and determine the most effective
ways and means of reaching their goal. It is the task which at the
present time unites all the Governments which have sent their
representatives to this Conference. Our countries face also the
most important problem of laying the basis for the organisation
of international relations, and of constituting the post-war world
in such a way as to spare our peoples and our future generations
the monstrous crimes of Nazism, incompatible with human
culture. The U.S.S.R. is firmly convinced that this task will be
successfully accomplished, and that as a result of complete and
final victory over Hitlerism there will be laid the true foundations
of international co-operation and friendship corresponding to
the aspirations and ideals of freedom-loving people.
That is what all the peoples of my country are striving for.
That is what inspires the Soviet Government in all its activities
and in its foreign policy. The Soviet Union has applied and will
apply in its foreign policy the high principle of respect for the
sovereign rights of peoples. The Soviet Union was and is guided
in its foreign policy by the principle of self-determination of
nations. It is guided by the same principle which in fact embodies
recognition of the sovereignty and the equality of nations in its
dealings with various nationalities embraced within the frontiers
of the Soviet Union. Indeed, this principle forms one of the
pillars on which the political structure of the U.S.S.R. is built.
Accordingly, the Soviet Union defends the right of every nation
to the independence and territorial integrity of its country, and
its right to establish such a social order and to choose such a form
of government as it deems opportune and necessary for the better
promotion of its economic and cultural prosperity.
The Soviet Union, which followed that principle in all its policy
and in all its relations with other nations, has consistently and with
full force denounced all violations pf sovereign rights of peoples,
all aggression and aggressors, all and any attempts of aggressive
States to impose their will upon other peoples and to involve
them in war. The Soviet Union has untiringly and resolutely
advocated, and advocates to-day, the necessity of collective action